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WORLD CITTIZER

ISHIP s MIRAGE Ok REALITY?

Address by Alain Locke

Professor of Philosophy at Howard University

May 16, 1947

It is relatively eas:

to discuss concepts and ideals like world

citizenship on the abstract idealistic plane to which they at once 1ift

our minds by their lofty inclusiveness and their high, humane appeal.,

any time, but particularly in

At
the present one of unusual social chaos and

conflict, the resolving notion of a community of man looms up before us
like a mirage before the weary, bewildered eyes of thirsty, foot~sore tra-

vellers,

Any one of us may pardonably fall into the Utopian illusions of

such wishful thinking and suchjescapist consolation; in fact, many of us

do.
a realistic context by dLSCUQ?

most of us will conced£5but its practlcablllty‘whlch is qulte

and not so easy a matter, zhm;

But this morning, I am raising the question of world citizenship in

ing not its de51rab111ty, which I take it,
a dlfferent
ng my reasons for doing so is my great re-

- spect for one of the ground prln01ples of this Society—~the realistic

approach to ideals; and it is
sing my indebtedness to such b
gether agree, is the effort tq
must spend less time in the pr
stract and more time and effoq
action,

And so, I pose the pragmhtlc queutlon.

citizenship possible? How re
liarly involved in the general
so old and recurring an idea w
kind, the religious prophets ¢
can it become a reality?

As contrasted with an i
one who carefully estimates tl
actual situation and its propo
take stock of what has stood a
able attainment of “he goals g

To treat the situation
the prospects of world citizen
ance quite objectively the fav
The first step foreces us to re
and the conditioning factors h
first davmed. The tone world!
of a world united by the spiri
ist dream of a world intellect
Instead, the one world of toda
comminity politically united b
Justice and mutually federated
trade and culture, This in it
basic idea, and to that extent
vital relevance to the interes

of the interests and practical
zenship has become a matter of

spective of widened hope and e
the history of the idea,

b
1
|
|
|

sed ideal objectives,

a pleasure to have an opportunity of expres-—
elief and teaching, Vital morality, we to-

practlcallze the ideal, and to do that, one
aise and Justification of morality in the ab-
t on the concrete ways and means of moral

To what extent is world

lizable is this ideal, which though so pecu—
state of our world today, is nevertheless

ith all the great spiritual teachers of man-

specially? Is world citizenship a mirage or
|

dealistic devotee, a realistic believer is
e/ discrepancies and obstacles between the
Let us, accordingly
nd still stands between us and any consider-
f:world citizenship.

in any realistic way, it is necessary to view
ship in historical pergpectlve, and then bal-
orable chances over against the unfavorable.
alize how considerably both the idea itself
ave changed since the idea of world community
of today is neither the religious concept
tnal bonds of a common belief nor that human-
ually unified by a common tradition of culture,
vy is the much more realistic notion of a world
v a common loyalty to international law and
by guaranteed reciprocity in communication,
self is an obvious practicalization of the

a real gain both in practicability and in

ts of ordinary men, Brought down within range
understanding of the average man, world citi-
common and vital concern, Thus far, a per-
nhanced reality confronts us as we contenplate

|
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in others, the odds have lengthened,
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i

Lave been acconpaniod by a considerable shift-

ive factors in the real prospects of world

il situation; in some respects the chances have

Let us consider some of

quilte in contrast to previous periods when men

propagate vorld fellowship, we do in our day have possession at
b all-important, snd basic factor-—-world communication.
SOl
indecd almost a ioolhdrdy idealism that could seriously

cracbicability of world citizenship in the comparative ab-—
sary a nmeans) to its reallzation,
and to ﬁhht exbtent have no insuperable limitations to
4he same token, we have no moral alibi for our

Communi-
we can see that

manity, that, in retrospect,

But today we have global

on the positive side, we have additionally

strong practical ¢~~n1~r‘umont of our traditional desires for world unity

coming Ifrom the new

and inescapable needs for world collaboration so char-

i
acteristic of our present dgy., World War IT and its aftermath of world re-
construction hoave seen to that,
_ e ] . . :
But paradoxically, just as we come into possession for the first

time of {ully adequate ncang
first time in any clear way,

negative sidey
to world cit
centuwry de
of the praves
of life,
the path
is both it

front, on the
fied hindrances
the context of
gical barriers
characteristic way
stands directly in
citizenship which
the same cource stems anothe
contr-adictic:n of true cosmop
set of cultural 1’chv1auumg
identification ol natilonallt
objectives of unity through
divisive than its pelitical
even after the liquidation o
cult for constrictive world

PN
o

Ironically enough, th
world unity have been
been on the increase, Thoug
thought and feeling ore quldly
haps more corious, Por Lhe
ly narrow and natural. limi

Lo

have wider scope arnd ;;‘rmwer
as orovinclalions oworld
natioual setting, dwrefore

blal ad
Al
' m l J/

tic, that any substan
involves challenging

Clea COUIA Ta0us

sl
Clle,

1 oand

;or'world— scale lLVlng and sense, also for the
its practical urgencies and advantages, we con-
greatly augmented obstacles, decidedly intensi-
izenship, Indeed, world citizenship today,

ninated by intense nationalism, faces psycholo-
ti and most challenging character,

Our nost
expansionist and competitive nationalism, thus

of effective internationalism and that world

vi rationale and its practical support., From

Do
r| serious obstacle, an almost irreconcilable

wiltanlam, and that is our almost chronic mind-

This cultural imperialism, with its false

v with culture and its bigoted and tactless
imposed conformity, is even more insidious and
ahd economic counterparts, and threatens, long
[lempire, to raise additional barriers, diffi~
cttitudes to surmount,

en, it seems, as the material hindrances to

Lapuing, the emotional and ideological obstacles have

h Luponderable, we know that these barriers of
e as scrious as the material impediments, per-
older provincialisms were confined to comparative-
whercas these synthetic provincialisms of today
divisive force, They are also rore inexcusable
pretensions, abortively competing in an inter-
yre must conclude, if we insist on being realis-
vance toward the objectives of world citizenship

:‘

snging all such mind-sets as stand in its vay.

on the issue will seeno chance for the newer
thrmough head-on battle with these ir-

>

values and brooder viewpolintp) except

reconcilobles, he Hi&nﬁhu lisservice, therefore, to the cause of world
cit izensnip is Lc borporise | with cuch manifest contradictions as narrow,
traditional natriolisw, vxbit;ary and irresponsible national sovereignty,
militunt cnd exelusivist cultural pride and prejudice, vhile at the same
bime gsiving i o rice to cppuopolitanism and ideals of world understand-
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ing and collaboration, To do so is to contradict oneself, as well as to
sabotage the essential mext steps of social progress.

DBut few will dare to be as forthright as two fearless and unimpeach-
able scholars——irnold Toynbee and Franz Boas, whom I will take the liberty
of quoting to make these points clear. Toynbee unmasks and censures our
cultural imperialism in slort-shrift fashion. Says he: "Je are no longer
conscious of the presence in the world of other societies of equal standing,
through regarding our soclety as being identical with civilized mankind,
viewing the peoples and cultures outside its pale as being mere ‘'natives!
of the territories which they inhabit on suffrance, but which morally as
well as practically are at our disposal by the higher right of our assumed
monopoly of civilization,"  These words were written before the lust war,
and though there is yet no general change in these characteristic attitudes
of Western political and sopial thinking, it has at least become obvious to
many minds and hearts that no sound internationalism can be erected upon
so narrow and biased a base, We must all realize that in the course of
time we must recant the monopoly of civilization viewpoint or revert again
to the competitive pursuits of national imperialism, with one surviving
great power as the only logical solution of the professed objectives of
wOne World," The fact that We at least reject this desperate and unlikely
alternative means that eventually we shall have to welcome and embrace the
other, Irresponsible natiopglism will somehow become modified or outlawed;
is in fact in process of such transformation; and only as this happens will
we begin to view the true horizon and perspectives of world citizenship,

Franz Boas is even more explicit, and for that reason is additionally
convinecing about this necessity for enlarging the corcept of the nation and
revising the character of our loyalty to it. 3ays Boas: "My opinions are
founded to a great extent ﬁn:the truths taught by the retrospect upon the
history of mankind, the st dz of which has been the business of my life,

We see in primitive society the feeling of solidarity confined to the small
horde, while every outsider is considered a being specifically distinct, and
therefore as a dangerous eremy who must be hunted down, With the advance of
civilization, we see the groups whicl heve common interests and in which the
bonds of human brotherhood |are considered binding expand until we reach the
concept that all men are crented with equal rights, Socrates, Buddha, and
Christ are milestones which indicate the birth of this great idea. But the
two thousand years or more [that have elapsed since their time have not suf-
ficed, however, to bring ahout the realization of these ideals, Based on
this knowledge, it is my opinicn that our first duties are to humanity as a
whole, and that in a conflict of duties our obligations to humanity are of
higher value than those tgward the nation; in other words, that patriotism
must be subordinated to humanism,! And continuing, he implements this by
saying: "For this reason, |I believe that the purely emotional basis on
which, the world over, patriotic feelings are instilled into the minds of
children is one of the most serious faults in our educational system, parti-
cularly when we compare thgse methods with the lukewarm attention that is
given to the common interests of humanity."

But this bold, brave, incisive statement does not advocate displac—
ing nationalism entirely, it should be noted, though it does warn of a radi-
cal and necessary reconstrucgtion of it, This involves the enlargement both
of our conception of the role and responsibility of the nation in world life
and a parallel maturing of | the character, range and responsibilities of citi-
zenship, That newer citizenship rmst concern itself so as to make national
policy constructively and responsibly international, With that a new moral-
ity will have come into politics; as I sece it we are today in the throes of



that moral revolution., Only by realipniing national policy to international
perspectives and obligations can ve roesolve the dilemasa of having to be
similtaneously and consistently nationals and citisens of the world, To

many, of course, it will seem during the transition that nationalism itself

is at stake; retrospectively horever, it appears thet a new notionalism has
emcrged from the death of chauvinism and national sovereignty. The world

citizen is not going to be a renegade patriot or an expatriate whoe lives or
thinks as an unanchored cosmopolite, It is the citizen who will live in
intelligent awareness of his and his nation's place in the world,; acting
or striving to act to force his nation to act in the ligat of ;ts world re—
sponsibilities-~he is the world citizen, and such valucs and their loyal-
ties constitute the dynamic citizenship of the future.

Such world citizenship, noreover, will be discovered to have a cul-
tural as well as a polltlca} dimension, Great minds in many ages have seen
this clearly, especially tLan like Voltaire and Coethe who saw life from
the favorable humanist background and perspective of the Enlightemment, In-
deed it was on the Gl@Vathﬂ of this cultural plane that they helped us a~
chieve one of the most 1mportant revelations of world citizenship, We sghould
resolutely have pursued world citizenship on this plane; perhaps could have
except for what in the courpe of time will appear to be the 19th Century's

great spiritual traged"mmthe[mlguue of culture in culture=politics,.
as we purge our minds of culfure-politics

vision and the dynamic of ¢
knowledge escaped largely I
politics, and now in a time

when we apgain rust try
& J

Only
will we be able to recapture the
}tural cosmopelitanism, Fortunately scientific
om the impositions and distortions of culture-
to internationalize cul=-

ture, points the way and 1ea@s the new advance,

But here again, as ©
culture will not be found i
but in the ideals of cultur
jective will not be the fus
tion of cultures., In the p
ed common denominators, but
specific soils, Culture wi
or rarely be attained; what
of our perspectives, recipr
cultural frontiers, and a m
and deepen the quality of c
ficial sharing of a so-call

This is the understai
ted in UNESCO, for although
of peace through internatiol
to establish a positive and
This ca. ot be accomplished
of the proprietary idea of
creating culture from the
as we grant, even with obsec
individuals, so we shall ha
cultures, On this point,

8

think we are the barbarians,

the only barbarians will be
in the world maintenance of
of barbarity.

To establish such coupon
and more effectively than any attoupt to found

ni the plane of yOlltlbby world dimensions in
nsunliormutV'but in reciprocity, not in dominance
al mutuality and parity., If so, the profitable ob-
ing of cultures but the coordination and collabora-
rocess we shall, of course, discover many unreveal-
¢ulture, as distinct from science, is rooted in
thout regional flavor and national color will never
world culture will present will be a liberalizing
peity and eschange without hindrance of arbitrary
utual appreciation of cultures which must enrich
iyvilization far nore valuably than could any super—
ed "common civilization,!

nding and the task to which we are formally commit-
UNESCOYs specific objectivos are the buttressing
nal cultural collaboration, the end result must be
ereative maintenance of culuure on a world-scale,
except through the almost comnplete elimination
culture, and the separation of the true pride of
nlse pride of pessessive owrership of it, And Jjust
rvable inequalities, the basle equality of men as

ve to assert and maintain the essential parity of
bmeone has aptly raninded us that “the barbarians

" e shall need to progress to the position vhere
those who refuse to participate and collaborate
culture; and Lew will court thuat self-confession

o
=]

£

S

mnore quickly
what seens to

- 3
culvure will unite
common culbure,
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be most necessary for cultural sympathy and tolerant mutual understanding
is the development of attitudes supplanting the cultural arrogance which
is such a chronic inheritance from the old tradition of a proprietary con-
cept of culture, As soon, however, as this psychological distance between
cultures has been cut down, we shall be more minded to emphasize similar-
ities rather than divergence, Yet the encouraging over-all result will be
the formation of constructive attitudes toward difference, Those whose
mood fortune it may be to jrow up in the dispensation of the newer pers
spectives, will welcome diversity and by so doing discover latent harmony
and agreement in many instances.

A word, but only a brief one, needs to be added as a footnote to
this matter of cultural tolerance and understanding, For in the realn of
religion and morals must comg one of 1ts chief uses and vindications., Re~
ciprocity and tolerance in this field seems imperative, but will, of course,
be most difficult to attain,: Indeed it is not likely to be achieved except
through a quite thioroughgoing reorientation of our zeneral attitudes toward
culture., Though this enlargerent of view may be the last to establish it-
self generally, surely it mmubl come as a capstone fulfillment of the pro=
gression toward cultural undgrstanding on the world scale, It is of the
utmost importance to supplement the many secualr trends toward world order
by religious movements and mpral perspectives of similar scope and outlook,
Although there his been considerable organizational initiative and effort
in world-wide religious rapp?@chcment, there still is little internal re-
nouncing on the part of religlous bodies of their sectarian parochialisms
and their mutually conflictiné claims, Yet here obviously is the crux of
the whole issue: if the brotherhood of man is an inescapable corollary of
the tfatherhood of God! prinFiple, so also is the confraternity of relig-
jons, This enlightened religion must learn-that the realistic way to be=
come a world religion is not|through world pretensions and world rivalry,
but tnrough promoting worldaWide peace and understanding and moral cooperis
tion of all sorts on a worldescale, On that outcome hangs a goodly part
of any real ideological peac since religion, for all its universalistic
claims, instead of being a uE'versalizer has so often been the prime weapon
in the rationalization of pa Tisan strife and limited parocihial attitudes
and loyalties. ,

l

These, then, seem to bé the practical prospects of the international
trends of our time, No one with realistic wisdom will underestimate the
opposing forces, either those of tradition and habit or those of vested
interest and reaction, lHowever, we do seem committed to the experimental
prosecution of the world-uniting task,  To see all of these objectives——
political, cultural and moral--in relationship to one another and to the
crisis of the time is to sense the crucial importance of the movemnent as
a whole., 1In the context of today, accordingly, world citizenship means
more than enlightened citizenship transforming narrow nationalism into
enlightened political internationalism, although it does mean that impor-
tantly, It also means an eqgually urgent crusade for world culture with
its enlarged tolerances and pnierstandings and on the moral plane, at least
a world-wide truce, if not cwventually a world-scale alliance of the major
religions,. i

|

There have always been a few whose Lives have been cast and lived
in these dimensions., But to open them up as possibilities for the average
man and to bring him the beneﬁits of a world so universally oriented and
collaboratively organized islthe peculiar task of our times. In an age
when we have the facilities [fpr the attainment of world citilzenship as
well as the desperate need to achisve it, it follows tuat this task assunes
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an imperative which on the one hand is sobering, but on the other hand,
most challenging, Its possibilities are the hope of our generation and
if realized, will be the compensation for having passed through such
critical and crucial times, If, on the other hand, world citizenship
remains a mere idealist!s mirage, it will be because we have failed to

carry through in the difficult but not hopeless task of making it a reali-
zed reality,

e



